42       MORE ABOUT KING EDWARD
The position is clearly not in the nature of those
sinecures of which we hear so much in the present
day. We believe we only express the general
sense of the country when we affirm that the
Prince of Wales has filled this position in a manner
which has won for him universal respect, and
even a much warmer personal feeling, as was made
manifest in the deep anxiety of the nation during
his almost fatal illness iii>1871. Without entering
into invidious comparisons, it may be confidently
asserted that no heir to the British. Crown ever
before took such pains to prepare himself for the
high duties which in course of time await him. He
has submitted himself to a hard and stem ap-
prenticeship. He is known to have devoted the
greatest care to the education of his children,
and to have stimulated in them that desire for
travel which, in his own experience, he had found
to bring so great a reward.
Living in the full glare of publicity, the man
above all others in the nation around whom,
personal gossip will continually revolve; exposed
at ail times to misrepresentation, or the shafts of
malice;x in spite of all this, the Prince has never
rendered himself fairly vulnerable to the least of
the attacks which were habitually levelled at some
of his predecessors. The late Emperor [Frederick]
of Germany and our own Prince of Wales stand
out among most Royal personages of the present
generation for their anxiety to deserve well of their
countrymen, and for their earnest efforts to fuljfil
every requirement incidental to their stations.
The path of duty was very different in both cases,
but in both it was conscientiously followed out.
It would be almost miraculous if any one
occupying a foremost position in any country
1 As, for example, in 1891 and 1912.